
Title: Gospel-Centered Fellowship 

Passage: Ephesians 4:11-16, 1 John 1 

 

Introduction 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer  

- Book: “Life Together” (great privilege of fellowship with brothers and sisters in Christ) 

- after being arrested, he was intentionally isolated from others. 

http://scriptoriumdaily.com/the-martyrdom-of-dietrich-bonhoeffer-april-9-1945/ 

 

Trinity Church Ministry Vision: to bring glory to God by building up and equipping its members for living out 

the Gospel in every facet of life. (“Building it up; Living it out”) 

Series Overview: Gospel-Centered... 

Preaching and Teaching, Worship, Servant Leadership, Discipleship and Growth, 

Fellowship, Living, Evangelism and Mission 

 

Passage: Ephesians 4:11-16 

And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the 

work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the 

knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, so that 

we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by 

human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in 

every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every 

joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself 

up in love. 

 

Overview: Gospel-Centered Fellowship 

Questions 

I.  What is Gospel-Centered Fellowship? 

II.  Why do you need Gospel-Centered Fellowship 

III. What are practical ways to promote Gospel-Centered Fellowship? 

 

I.  What is Gospel-Centered Fellowship? 
Distinction: 

- socializing: merely getting together with others 

fellowship: Biblical term 

- “koinonia” - Greek word 

- only occurs 4 times in writings of John (15 times in NT, mostly by Paul) 

- meaning: oneness in community, common participation, sharing in something (the Gospel) 

 

Key Characteristics: 

1) True Biblical fellowship is based on the Gospel call to salvation 
1 John 1:1-4 

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked 

upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— the life was made manifest, and we have 

seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest 

to us— that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with 

us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. And we are writing these things 

so that our joy may be complete. 

 

- Biblical fellowship is for eternity, not merely the here and now.  Constant relationship in knowing God and 

each other. 

John 17:3 

http://scriptoriumdaily.com/the-martyrdom-of-dietrich-bonhoeffer-april-9-1945/


And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 

 

2) True Biblical fellowship denotes a common participation in the grace of God with other believers. 
- preaching the Gospel is not an end of itself but key for believers to be part of the community found in the body 

of Christ 

Ephesians 2:17-22 

And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near. For through him 

we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are 

fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and 

prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows 

into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the 

Spirit. 

John 17:20-21 

“I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, that they may all be 

one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that 

you have sent me. 

Acts 2:42-47  

And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the 

prayers. And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 

And all who believed were together and had all things in common. And they were selling their possessions and 

belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. And day by day, attending the temple together 

and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and 

having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved. 

 

3) True Biblical fellowship is living in the light of God’s holiness 
John 3:19-21 

And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light 

because their works were evil. For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the 

light, lest his works should be exposed. But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be 

clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God.” 

Question: Do you like Christian fellowship?  If not, why not (is it you like darkness and don’t want to shed light 

on spots of darkness)? 

 

Characteristics of a true Christian 

Acknowledge our sin and confess/repent 
1 John 1:8-10 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful 

and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we 

make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

Walk with Christ and obey his commandments 
1 John 2:6 

whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked. 

Divine love for your fellow believers and enemies (rather than bitterness/hate) 

1 John 2:9-10 

Whoever says he is in the light and hates his brother is still in darkness. Whoever loves his brother abides in the 

light, and in him there is no cause for stumbling. 

Don’t persist in unrepentant habitual sin but fighting to be holy 
1 John 3:6 

No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known him. 

 

3) True Biblical fellowship is Gospel-Centered 
1 John 1:8-10 



If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful 

and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we 

make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

 

Greatest enemies to Fellowship: Pride and Self-Centeredness 

- perception: don’t think you are so bad 

- truth: you are worse than you think! 

- proper response: humility in Christ = leads to sincere openness as recognize you are a hopeless sinner where 

anything good in you is from God. 

 

Definition: True fellowship is more like being on the battlefield with blood, sweats, and tears focused on what 

lay before us.  

 

II.  Why do you need Gospel-Centered Fellowship? 
 

1. God wants us to reflect His triune character 
John 17:20-21 

I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, that they may all be 

one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that 

you have sent me. 

- God is manifest in three persons: the Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit 

- God creates us because He wants to share His love (He doesn’t need us to love) 

- Church = word = is not about institutions or buildings = called ones, people of God (an organic thing whether 

or not a building exists)  

- ultimate purpose of church = reflect the love of God in a relationship with the one, true God 

Matthew 5:16 

In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 

Father who is in heaven. 

 

2. God wants us to remove sin from ourselves but instead grow in holiness through fellowship 
Hebrews 3:12-13 

Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the 

living God. But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called “today,” that none of you may be hardened 

by the deceitfulness of sin. 

- Bonhoeffer: Nothing could be more compassionate than a severe reprimand from a life of sin and to call a 

Christian back into community 

Romans 12:2a 

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind,  

 

3. God wants us to persevere in faith through fellowship. 
- we come to church knowing it is the right thing to do as commanded by God (not because you want to do) 

1 Samuel 23:16-18 (context: David on the run) 

And Jonathan, Saul's son, rose and went to David at Horesh, and strengthened his hand in God. And he said to 

him, “Do not fear, for the hand of Saul my father shall not find you. You shall be king over Israel, and I shall be 

next to you. Saul my father also knows this.” And the two of them made a covenant before the Lord. David 

remained at Horesh, and Jonathan went home. 

 

III. What are practical ways to promote Gospel-Centered Fellowship? 
- be with your family, the family of God 

Luke 8:21 

But he answered them, “My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of God and do it.” 

 



A. Regular church attendance 
- come and invest in your family 

- be trained and utilize your gifts 

Hebrews 10:24-25 

And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the 

habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 

 

B. Try to be in a weekly small group  
- whether existing or start a new group 

- discuss the Bible/sermon, share, and pray 

Romans 12:9-13 

Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one another with brotherly affection. 

Outdo one another in showing honor. Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in 

hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show 

hospitality. 

 

C. Build some strong disciple-based relationships with other believers in the church 
Matthew 28:19-20 

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to 

the end of the age.” 

 


